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“Art deco reflected the recent decades of rapid 
technological advancement and an aesthetic 

appreciation of mechanical production. Art deco 
fostered collaboration between the arts and 

industry.”
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Tropical Deco

Art Deco takes on new forms depending on the region.  
In  Miami,  the Art  Deco bui ldings are extremely 
vibrant ,  featuring bri l l iant  shades of  pastels ,  shorter  
heights,  and more organic shapes.  This reflects the 
la id-back beach town culture and marit ime 
connections.  Though there are plenty of  s imi lar it ies,  
the Art  Deco architecture and design in Miami is  
different enough to earn i ts  own name: Tropical  Deco.

Miami Beach bui lding boom came 
during the second phase of  art  deco 
known as ‘Streamlined Moderne’ .  I t  
began with stock market crash and 
ended with the outbreak of  world war 
I I .  I t  was less decorative- a more 
sober reflection of the great 
depression.  

Bombay 
Deco

Mumbai  has the world ’s  second-largest 
col lect ion of  Art  Deco structures,  after  Miami.  
Guided by their  desire to emulate the west ,  the 
Indian architects were fascinated by the 
industr ia l  modernity that  Art  Deco offered.  The 
western el i tes were the first  to experiment with 
the technological ly  advanced facets of  Art  
Deco,  and architects began the process of  
transformation by the early 1930s.

While Art  Deco bui ldings in Bombay were 
associated with futurism, as seen in their  
streamlined and sleek facades,  certain 
bui ldings also integrated themes of  tradit ional  
Indian mythology into their  design.  Depict ions 
of  toi l ing Indian farmers,  Hindu gods and 
goddesses and figures from Indian mythology 
were often incorporated into facade rel iefs .

• The radio goes into mass production
•  Most households had radios & telephones 

•  People could communicate more freely 
•  News could be disseminated more freely

•  World becomes smal ler  /  ideas & culture are passed 

John Logie Baird gives the first public 
demonstration of a true television 

system in London, launching a 
revolution in communication and 

entertainment.
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